
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 

 

____________________________________________X 

DOMINICA R. ZELLER, ELANA P. CARROLL, 

SHARI MERRILL, , TAMMY MEUNIER, SHEILA F. 

MURPHY, SHERI BROOKING-VAN LONE, AMY 

CROSS, AMY STOWE, JANE PIETKIVITCH, and 

RUBY OWENS on behalf of themselves and all others 

similarly situated,   

                                         Plaintiff, 

 

                          -against- 

 

PDC CORPORATION, d/b/a PDC OF NEW YORK, 

PARAMEDS.COM, INC., d/b/a PDC RETRIEVALS, 

and ELI ROWE, 

 

                                         Defendants.          

____________________________________________X 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Civil Action No. 13 Civ. 5035 

 
 

 

NOTICE OF LAWSUIT 

 

If you were engaged as a medical records retriever for PDC Corporation or 

Parameds.com, Inc. between September 9, 2010 and the present, please read this 

notice.   
 

This is a Court-authorized notice.  This is not a solicitation from a lawyer. 

 

The purpose of this Notice is to advise you of a lawsuit that has been filed against PDC 

Corporation and Parameds.com, Inc. and Eli Rowe (the “Defendants”), and to advise you 

of your legal rights in connection with that suit. 

 

• Plaintiffs say that the Defendants failed to pay medical records retrievers as 

employees the proper minimum wage and overtime pay, as well as other 

compensation, as required by law.  

 

• The Defendants vigorously deny any wrongdoing, and state that the medical 

records retrievers were engaged by Defendants pursuant to independent contractor 

agreements, and that all monies were paid appropriately at all times on a 1099 

basis.  

 

• No determination has been made by the Court as to these issues or positions, and 

the Court is not endorsing the merits of this lawsuit or advising you to participate 

in the lawsuit.  You are not required to respond to this notice.  You do not have to 

participate in this lawsuit.  



 

YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS AND OPTIONS IN THIS LAWSUIT 

 

 

 

 

 

ASK TO BE 

INCLUDED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you were or currently are engaged by PDC Corporation or 

Parameds.com, Inc. and you choose to be included in this case, 

you will be bound by the judgment in this case, whether it is 

favorable or unfavorable.   

 

If you file a Consent to Join form, your continued right to 

participate in this lawsuit may be affected by a later decision that 

you are not “similarly situated” with any of the named Plaintiffs, 

in accordance with Federal law.   

 

 

 

 

 

DO NOTHING 

 

 

 

 

 

By doing nothing, you will not be included in this lawsuit.  This 

means that you give up the possibility of getting money or benefits 

that may come from a trial or settlement in this lawsuit if those 

bringing the lawsuit are successful.  The limitations period on your 

claim continue to run.  Each day that you do not take action to 

protect your Federal law claims, they diminish, although 

depending on the applicable state law, you may retain your rights 

under applicable State law. 

  

 

• Your options are explained in this notice.  To ask to be included in the lawsuit, 

you must act before (60 days from date notice is sent out, which is indicated by 

the postmark).  You will be a part of this lawsuit so long as your opt-in form 

(explained below and attached hereto) is post-marked within 60 days of the date 

this notice was sent, which is indicated by the postmark. 

 

• If you chose to be included in this case, you will not incur any out-of-pocket legal 

fees or expenses related to the case.  You will, however, need to spend limited 

time providing information about the services you provided so the Court may 

make a determination regarding what you are owed by Defendants. 

 

• If you choose to join this action, you may be required to give sworn testimony 

under oath for a deposition and/or trial.  Potential pretrial in-person testimony 

may be taken in New York, although the parties have yet to determine the 

appropriate location.  You may also be required to produce any or all hard copy or 

electronic records as to services you provided to defendants, or otherwise 

participate in this Action.   

  

This notice contains information that affects you rights.  Please read it carefully. 

 

1. Why did I get this notice? 



 

You are getting this notice because the Defendants’ records show that you were engaged 

by PDC Corporation or Parameds.com, Inc. as a medical records retriever since 

September 9, 2010. 

 

Only work performed for Defendants PDC Corporation and Parameds.com, Inc. in the 

time frame stated above may be potentially recoverable. 

 

2. What is this lawsuit about? 

 

This lawsuit is about whether Defendants properly paid medical records retrievers in 

accordance with the federal and state labor laws.  Plaintiffs contend that Defendants 

violated federal law by failing to pay medical records retrievers the proper minimum 

wage and premium overtime pay – at a rate of 1.5 times their regular hourly rate – for 

hours worked in excess of 40 hours per week.  Defendants maintain that the medical 

records retrievers were engaged by Defendants as independent contractors, and that all 

monies were paid appropriately at all times on a 1099 basis.  

 

3. What damages is the lawsuit seeking? 

 

The lawsuit is seeking to recover unpaid minimum wage, overtime pay, and “liquidated 

damages,” which doubles the amount of wages owed.  The lawsuit is also seeking 

recovery of costs and attorneys’ fees.   

 

4. What happens if I join the lawsuit? 

 

If you choose to join this lawsuit, you will be bound by any ruling, settlement, or 

judgment, whether favorable or unfavorable.  If you join this lawsuit, you may be 

required to give sworn testimony under oath for a deposition and/or trial, travel to New 

York or other designated locations, produce any or all hard copy or electronic records as 

to services you provided to defendants, or otherwise participate in this Action, in order to 

help the Court decide whether you are owed any money.  You will also share in any 

proceeds from a settlement or judgment favorable to the Collective.  By joining this 

lawsuit, you designate the named Plaintiffs as your representatives, and to the fullest 

extent possible, you designate the named Plaintiffs to make decisions on your behalf 

concerning the case, the method and manner of conducting the case, the approval of 

settlements, and all other matters pertaining to this lawsuit.  These decisions and 

agreements made and entered into will be binding on you if you join the lawsuit.   

 

5. Can Defendants PDC Corporation and Parameds.com, Inc. and/or my current employer 

retaliate or fire me if I file a consent to join the lawsuit? 

 

No.  It is a violation of Federal law for the Defendants or any other employer to fire, 

discipline, or in any manner discriminate or retaliate against you for taking part in this 

case. 

 



6. Can I participate in this lawsuit even though, due to my immigration status, I was not 

engaged by PDC Corporation or Parameds.com, Inc. legally? 

 

Yes.  Your immigration status does not affect your entitlement to recover back wages or 

to participate in this lawsuit.   

 

7. Can I participate in this lawsuit if I am no longer engaged by PDC Corporation or 

Parameds.com, Inc.? 

 

Yes.  So long as you were engaged by PDC Corporation or Parameds.com, Inc., for any 

amount of time between September 9, 2010 and the present you may participate in this 

lawsuit.  The reasons you stopped providing services for PDC Corporation or 

Parameds.com, Inc. are not relevant to your ability to participate in this lawsuit.  

 

8. Do I have a lawyer in this case?   

 

If you choose to join this suit, and agree to be represented by the Plaintiffs’ attorneys, 

then your counsel in this action will be: 

  

 Strauss Law PLLC 

 305 Broadway, 7
th
 Floor 

 New York, New York 10007  

 

 and  

  

 Pianko Law Group PLLC 

 55 Broad Street, #13F 

 New York, New York 10004. 

 

However, you also have the right to consult with an attorney of your own choosing about 

this matter, and if you wish to be represented by counsel other than Plaintiffs’ counsel, 

you may retain another attorney.  You will be responsible for paying that attorney and 

that attorney must notify the Court of their representation.  You also have the right to 

obtain legal advice from any attorney of your own choosing, at your expense, as to the 

meaning of the Notice and the advisability of filing the Consent to Join Form.   

 

9. How do I ask the Court to include me in the case? 

 

Enclosed is a form called “Consent to Join Form.”  If you wish to participate in the 

portion of this lawsuit as described above you must sign and return the enclosed 

Consent to Join Form.  An addressed and postage paid envelope is enclosed for your 

convenience.  Should the enclosed envelope be lost or misplaced, the Consent to Join 

Form must be sent to the following address: 

 



Pianko Law Group PLLC 

PO Box 591 

Clifton, NJ 07012 

 

The signed Consent to Join Form must be postmarked by (60 days from mailing of this 

notice, which is indicated by the postmark).  If you choose to be represented by separate 

counsel, your attorneys must timely file your Consent to Join Form with the Court.  If 

your signed Consent to Join Form is not postmarked by (60 days from mailing of 

this notice which is indicated by the postmark), you may not be able to participate 

in this lawsuit. 

 

 

10. How will the lawyers be paid? 

 

The named Plaintiffs have entered into a contingency fee agreement with Plaintiffs’ 

counsel.  Under this agreement, you are not responsible for paying any of the attorneys’ 

fees or costs expended in the lawsuit.  Plaintiffs’ counsel will be paid as follows: if there 

is a settlement, Plaintiff’s counsel may ask the Court to award up to 1/3 of any recovery 

obtained or may attempt to negotiate payment of attorneys’ fees separate from and in 

addition to the Collective’s recovery.    If there is no recovery by any plaintiff, you pay 

nothing.  

 

11.  What happens if I choose not to file my consent? 

 

If you do not file the form, you are not a participant in this lawsuit.  If you choose not to 

join this lawsuit, you do not need to do anything.  If you do not join the lawsuit, you will 

not be eligible to participate in the federal portion of this lawsuit, and will not be affected 

by any judgment or settlement rendered in the lawsuit, whether favorable or unfavorable.  

You will be free, however, to separately file and pursue your own claims against any of 

the Defendants.  Be aware that there may be deadlines for pursuing your rights and any 

claims you may have, so if you choose not to join in this action and want to file your own 

claim separately you should do so as soon as possible.   

 

12. This notice has been authorized by the Court. 

 

This notice and its contents have been authorized by Magistrate Judge James Orenstein of 

the U.S. District Court, Eastern District of New York.  No determination has been made 

by the Court as to these issues or positions, and the Court is not endorsing the merits of 

this lawsuit or advising you to participate in the lawsuit.   

 

PLEASE DO NOT CONTACT THE CLERK OF THE JUDGE OR THE CLERK 

OF THE COURT WITH ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT THIS LAWSUIT 

 

Dated: June 18, 2014      SO ORDERED:   

       Hon. James Orenstein 

       United States Magistrate Judge 



CONSENT TO JOIN FORM 

 

 

1. I consent to be a party plaintiff in a federal lawsuit to seek redress under 

the Fair Labor Standards Act, 29 U.S.C. § 201, et seq. (“FLSA”) against Defendants PDC 

Corporation and Parameds.com, Inc.      

2. By signing and returning this consent form to Pianko Law Group PLLC, 

PO Box 591, Clifton, NJ 07012, I designate the law firms of Pianko Law Group PLLC 

and Strauss Law PLLC (“Counsel”) to represent me and make decisions on my behalf 

concerning the litigation and any settlement.  I understand that reasonable costs expended 

on my behalf will be deducted from any settlement or judgment amount on a pro rata 

basis among all other plaintiffs.  I understand that Counsel will petition the Court for 

attorneys’ fees from any settlement or judgment.  I agree to be bound by any adjudication 

of this action by a Court, whether it is favorable or unfavorable. 

3. I, _________________, was engaged by PDC Corporation or 

Parameds.com, Inc. from ________ to _______.  

___________________    ______________________________ 

Date       Signature 

 

       ______________________________ 

       Full Legal Name (print) 

          

       ______________________________ 

       Address 

 

       ______________________________ 

       City, State          Zip Code  

 

       ______________________________ 

       State(s) where engagement occurred 

 

       ______________________________ 

       Engagement Start Date  /    End Date 



 

Mail to:: 

 

Pianko Law Group PLLC 

PO Box 591 

Clifton, NJ 07012 

 

 


